


adequate public services to their citizens (capacity), raising and managing sufficient revenue
(financial), coping with the variation, fragmentation and inequity within cities (diversity), dealing
with rising urban violence and crime (security); dealing with increasing complexity in managing
the jurisdictional mosaic as cities grow in population and extent (authority), sharing
responsibility and coordinating for the empowerment and linking of actors in different levels
of government, (responsibility sharing and coordination), offering wide participation in strategiz-
ing for understanding and consensus building and motivating actions and efforts for progress
assessment (participatory governance] and networks for communications and capacity-building
among practitioners and stakeholders (network building). Past and current projects of the
International Human Dimensions Programme on Global Environmental Change suggest paying
aftention to the problems of fit/match, scale and interplay of (political) institutions as they
interact with the Earth System as well as the dimensions of architecture, agency, adaptive-
ness, accountability, access and allocation at the urban scale of Earth System governance; the
Resilience Alliance group promotes the idea of participatory urban governance using adaptive
and resilience-building management approaches favoring flexible, open to learning, management
that can build resilience and avoiding rigidities that could result in the breakdown of
socioeconomic systems.

Finally, modern political economy - at the heart of interdisciplinary social science - suggests
that the idea of good governance requires a balanced view of government a government
that operates under the market failure correction framework but that also addresses
government failures - systematic reasons why government may fail to serve its citizens
ideally. Good urban governance has the prerequisite of a thorough awareness of the nexus
of relationships and opportunities for strategic interaction between all actors and stakeholders
existing in the sphere of urban and environmental policy. Today, more than ever, it is critical
that we place special attention on the institutional interface of the major anthropogenic global
changes of the last 150 years characterized by their unprecedented rapid pace.
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